
Dissolving a Marriage  
in England and Wales
The undefended procedure: 

John and Jane’s story

Jane wishes to  
divorce John and instructs  

solicitors to file a divorce petition  
at the court, paying a fee of £550.

Decree nisi is  
pronounced by the  

court (parties do not  
need to attend).

Six weeks and one day later, 
the second and final decree of 
divorce is applied for by Jane’s 

solicitors. This is called the 
decree absolute. A financial 

settlement should be secured 
before the decree absolute.

Court sends out papers to  
John and confirms to Jane’s  

solicitors that this has been done.

Judge decides  
whether to grant the decree  

nisi and if satisfied lists a  
date for the decree nisi.

The court grants the decree 
absolute, leaving both parties  

legally divorced and free to re-marry 
should they wish to do so.

John’s solicitors return  
the acknowledgement of  
service to confirm that he  

has received the petition and  
is not defending the divorce.

Jane’s solicitors file her  
statement in support of her  
divorce and application for  

decree nisi (first decree of divorce).

Please speak to one of our family and relationship law specialists  
or visit our website for more details:  

www.mackrell.com



Specialists in Family and  
Relationship Law in Central London
When relationships break down, dealing with the 
consequences can be confusing and stressful. 
At Mackrell.Solicitors, our Family Law specialists 
combine legal expertise with a practical approach 
designed to achieve constructive outcomes.

When you are having relationship difficulties, 
taking the first step towards changing the 
situation is a big decision, so it is important 
that you choose solicitors you feel comfortable 
working with. 

At Mackrell.Solicitors, we offer a free, one-hour 
meeting, in person or by telephone, which gives 
you the opportunity to meet your solicitor before 
formally instructing us. 

At Mackrell.Solicitors, you can be sure we will 
deal with your Family Law issues with sensitivity 
and understanding. In everything we do, we are 
committed to supporting clients to resolve issues 
in the non-confrontational way advocated by the 
national family law group Resolution, of which we 
are members.

The Family Law Team were shortlisted in 
the International Family Lawyer of the Year 
category at the Family Law Awards 2019.

Alison joined Mackrell.Solicitors in 1989 and 
qualified as a solicitor in 1991, becoming a 
partner in the firm in 2010.

Her expertise covers matrimonial work, including 
divorce and the associated financial and children 
issues; pre and post-nuptial agreements; co-
habitation disputes; civil partnership agreements 
and the breakdown of civil partnerships.

Examples of the types of cases she has worked 
on include questions of the validity of marriage; 
injunctions to prevent ongoing domestic violence; 
removal of children from the jurisdiction; and 
division of assets on divorce for high net worth 
individuals.

Her clients in the UK and overseas include high 
net worth individuals, foreign nationals, Premier 
League footballers and royalty.
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