
CURRENT RULES 
OF INTESTACY

If you die without a Will or a valid Will then your assets will be distributed in accordance 
with the intestacy rules, which are determined by who survives you. Use the flowchart 
below to work out who would inherit your estate.

Married or in a Civil Partnership?

Spouse survived by
28 days?

Is the estate worth 
more than £322,000*?

Survived by any
children or direct 

descendants?

Everything goes
to spouse.

Crown.

Survived by children
(or their issue)?

Shared equally 
between them or 

their issue.

Survived by 
parents?

Shared equally 
between them if both 
survive, or surviving 

one takes all.

Survived by siblings
of whole blood 

(share both parents) 
(or their issue)?

Shared equally 
between them or 

their issue.

Survived by siblings 
of half blood (share 

only one parent) 
(or their issue)?

Shared equally 
between them or 

their issue.

Survived by
grandparents?

Shared equally 
between those 

who survive.

Survived by uncles or
aunts of whole blood

(or their issue)?

Shared equally 
between them or 

their issue.

Survived by uncles or
aunts of half blood

(or their issue)?

Shared equally 
between them or 

their issue.

Everything goes
to spouse.

Spouse gets:
• Personal

possessions
• First £322,000

• Half residuary estate

Children 
(at 18 years old get):

• Half residuary estate 
in equal shareS

These rules and the administration of 
the estate can be complicated, we are 
here to help you through this process 
and advise you all the way including 
how to change the above rules. Please 
contact us as below and we can help 
you through this challenging process.



Although helpful, the brief information included in this document is intended as a guide only and does not constitute legal advice. For 
more detailed information regarding any of the matters raised in this document tailored to suit your specific circumstances please 
contact a member of our team. This guide was correct at time of publication (January 2022) and is not a substitute for legal advice. 
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Gemma Hughes
Senior Associate | Head of Private Client Team

Gemma.Hughes@mackrell.com

Gemma is a Senior Associate and Head of the Private Client Team at Mackrell.Solicitors. 
Her practice focuses on estate administration, Wills, trust administration and Court of
Protection work.


